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8 HE Ecl hos i theinibiicd by Pls 
Lon, in the thirteenth book of 

his Olympiads, and applied by 
== all the moſt learned defenders of 
Chriſtianity to the Darkneſs which happen d 

at the Paſſion of our Saviour, having always 
appeared to me to be one of the moſt un- 
exceptionable external proofs that we have 
handed down to us for any of the facts re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts, and not meeting 
with any reaſons in your Diſſertation, and 
the Defence of it on this ſubject, to alter my 


3 opinion, 


* 


* 
a A. 4 n FRE 4 
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= 3% : - 


opinion 1 think 3 proper to offer you e 


remarks upon your performances, with ſuch 


freedom, as gMnor but be agreeable to 
dne, who, cut of an entire love to truth, 


riſes in oppoſition to one of the received 


teſtimonies of that religion which Ac be⸗ 


lieves to be true. 


* ND to Lawns you FB I hots no other 
La. in this undertaking, than with the 
utmoſt impartiality to conſider what has been 


wrote on this occaſion, I ſhall at once ſtate 
the preciſe point in queſtion, without med- 
dling with your rights and reaſons for en- 
tering into this controverſy; or any of thoſe 
accidental d;fferences betwixt you and Mr. 


Wh -, which, might afford ſome cnter- 


tainment to common readers, but are entirely 
les to the matter in debate, F it. 


Taz true e fate of the queſtion, as it ap- 


pears to me, is, Whether the Eclipſe men- 


tioned by Phlegon has, or has not, any im- 
mediate connexion with the Darkneſs which 


happened at the Half. on; and whether it is 


proper to be offered as a proof of that Dark- 
weſs or if, on the contrary, the accounts 


we have of his words are ſo various and un- 
determined, 


\ 


3 


determined, that they cannot with ay cer- 
tainty be applied to that remarkable event, 
but, citcumſtances being duly conſidered, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to relate to a natural Eclipſt of 
the Sun that happened the 24th day of No- 
vember, in the firſt year of the 2024 olym- 
piad, three years at leaſt before the Paſſion. | 


M R. J/þ—7 therefore you juftly com- 
plain of, for encreaſing the bulk and number 
of his authorities, by bringing predictions 
from the Prophets foretelling, and paſſages 
from the Fathers referring to, this ſurprizing 
Darknefs at the Paſion; fince none of theſe 
paſſages make the leaſt mention of Phlegon, 
or of the account given by him of the Fri; ipſe. 
They might, indeed, were they free from 
other objections, be made uſe of to prove 
that there was a very aftonifhing Darkneſs at 

that point of time, againſt any one who re- 
ʒjects the coneurrent teſtimonies of the Evan- 
geliſts. But you have frequently declared 
in this controverſy, that you fully believe 
there was füch a Darkneſs 28 they defetibe | 
Thoſe arguments then are improperly made 
uſe of againſt you, and moſt certainly do 
not affect the point that you maintain, which 
may be true, without impeaching the truth 
B 2 +. Of 


[4] | 
of the Scripture Hiſtory; but if the contrary | 
is ſo, a very ſtrong additional light ſhines in 
upon the ſacred teſtimony, and a plauſible 
objection is wreſted out of the hands of in- 
fidels, who in all ages, from the days of Cel- 
ſus, down to the preſent times, have made 
uſe of it. 


1 3 Mr. Wh—n for introducing 
arguments that are foreign to the point in 
debate, and muſtering up ſome authorities 
which no man of learning can pay any re- 
gard to; ſo I cannot help commending your 
conduct and diligence in fixing and eſtabliſh- 
ing ſuch material points, as can with certainty 
be diſcovered, without regarding how or in 
what manner they affect the argument. By 
this / method, I muſt own, you have given 
more light to the queſtion than ever it had 
before; and had you every where in your 
reaſoning preſerved the ſame regard for cer- 
tainties, and laid as little ſtreſs upon mere 
conjectures and poſſibilities, the concluſion, 
I imagine, would have been different, and 
I ſhould have had no occaſion to trouble you 
with theſe remarks. 


You 


1 * P e 4 b fas... 2 * * J * * 
/ 
/ ** 
h : 
P | 8 
1 
: > | 
bs # 
0 


You deſerve the thanks of the learned 
| world, in the firſt place, for fixing, by the 
aſſiſtance of your mathematical friends, the 
time, the duration, and the central line of 
the great Eclipſe, taken ſo much notice .of 
by Kepler. It is now eſtabliſhed by their ac- 
curate calculations, that this Eclipſe happened 
on the 24th of November, the firſt year of 
the 202d olympiad, about noon, that it was 
total about Grand Cairo and Feruſalem, and 
that the central line of it paſſed thro or near 
theſe "—_ 


Axp you have a title to my chenille in 
the next place, for eſtabliſhing another very 
certain propoſition, that for many years be- 
fore and after this, there was not any other 
Eclipſe of the Sun that was total in the 

latitudes of Judæa and Bithynia 3. 


THESE : propoſitions are extremely impor- 
tant, in my judgment as well as in yours, 
towards the deciſion of the queſtion in iſſue; 
and if we follow truth as carefully in ap- 
plying, as we have in diſcovering them, we 


5 cannot poſſibly differ. 


2 Def p. 67, | 1 
You, 
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- You, Sir, and Mr. a Origen, and 
Colas, and all the world, whether chriſtian 
or infidel, are agreed that there was a total 


Eclipſe or Darkneſs, call it which you will, 
in the reign of Tiberius, of which Phlegon 
of Tralles, in his Olympiads, writes: and 


his authority being altogether unſuſpected, 
the queſtion is what he has aſſerted in regard 


to this matter, and not at all if what he has 
aſſerted is true. If therefore he has faid, 


that this Eclipſe happened in the firſt year of 


the 202d olympiad, it evidently follows, 
that his words do not relate to the Darkneſs 


that attended our Saviour's Paſſion, becauſe 
we know that he did not ſuffer before the 
fourth of that olympiad ; and the Eclipſe he 
fpeaks of may (but for ſome circumftances 
hereafter to be taken notice of) be that 


mentioned by Kepler, which you more ac- 


curately deſcribe : But then it follows with 


equal certainty and clearneſs, that if Phlegon 


has not ſaid his Eclipſe happened in the firſt, 
but on the contrary aſſigns it to the fourth 


of that olympiad, his Eclipſe and Kepler” 


are not the ſame ; nay more, Phlegon” 8 
Eclipſe muſt be a preternatural one, if it is not 
Kepler's, becauſe you have proved there was 

N | no 


to 


no natural. Lale to which Os can 
be referred. 6 | 


B * this 3 the ws, os your 
labour, the queſtion 1s very much ſhortned, 
and great light, which the; antients were not 
maſters of, is thrown in upon it. However 
celebrated ſome of the Eaſtern nations may 
have been for their diſcoveries and improve - 

ments in Aſtronomy, yet from many circum- 
ſtances we may collect that this ſcience was 
but little cultivated in the firſt ages of Chri- 
ſtianity 3 and tho it Was as eaſy to calculate 
Eclipſes backwards as forwards, yet it does 
not appear to us that any uſe was made of 
them by the moſt learned of the Chriſtian 
Fathers, to determine the led of Fat 
Wer: 1. 75: 3 ay arts 6 
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ALL 3 Nee 4 | Phicgon,. was, 9 
in ſuch a year ſuch a Darkneſs happened 
when we who are better skilled in aſtronomy 
are acquainted. with that circumſtance only, 
we can ſay with certainty, if ſuch a Darkneſs 
happened; For cxample, in the fourth year 
of the 202d olympiad, it was not by an 
Eclipſe of the Sun, there was none in that 
year, and therefore the Darkneſs was preter- 

natural: 
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. 
natural: But the ſame text to them could 
not produce the ſame reflexion, and there- 


fore they had recourſe to arguments drawn 


from the circumſtances of the fact mentioned 
by Phlegon, ſuch as the Time, Greatneſs of 


the Darkneſs, and the Earthquake which ac. 
companied it, to prove to themſelves that 
this Eclipſe was the fame with that which 

happened at the Paſſion: And from this 


compariſon, being themſelves fully convinced 


of this, thoſe of them, who, againſt their 
heathen adverſaries, made uſe of Phlegon's 


authority, without quoting his words, blended 


theſe circumſtances together, and by this 
means added ſome particulars which are not 
to be found in his account. Hence Africa- 
nus, as quoted by 5 yncellus, finding the Dark- 
neſs at the Paſſion to have happened at Full 
Moon, and being thoroughly perſuaded that 
Phlegon's Eclipſe was the ſame the Evange- 


Ziſts deſcribe, ſuppoſes that Phlegon ſaid the 


Eclipſe happened at Full Moon, and laſted 


from the ſixth to the ninth hour : And he was 


a ſtranger to the irrefragable argument pro- 
duced by you, which proves an Eclipſe of 
the Sun in the fourth year of the 2024 olym- 
piad to be as miraculous an eyent, as if It 
2 1 N at Full Moon. 


Hay 


01. 


Hab Pblgon c fad, Sr the Eel fe 1. 
he mentions happened at Full Moon, in the WH 
reign of Tiberius, Celſus and all the world 
muſt have agreed that it had fully anſwered the 
whole ſcope of the Chriſtian Argument, tho 
it had no nearer relation to the date of the 
Paſſion, than that it fell within the reign of 
Tiberius: becauſe a Phenomenon ſo tho- + 
rowly unaccountablefrom-any known cauſe, 
would readily be deemed the ſame with that 
of the like nature which fell within the 
ſame reign, | tho the preciſe year of either 
were not known. Phlegon has not ſaid 
that his Eclipſe happened at Full Moon; but 
if he has ſaid that it happened in a year in 1 
which we moſt certainly know there was ns 

Eclipſe of the Sun in the natural way, is it 
not aſſerting to the queſtion, in hand the 

ſame thing! Is it not giving us notice of a i 
preternatural Eclipſe that happened in te 
reign of Tiberius? This ſurely will be evi: 
dence to us, tho it was none to the an- 
tients: and if upon a fair examination we 
can with certainty find out that Phlegons 

Eclipſe, which we know was in Tiberins's 

reign, did not happen in the firſt of the 2024 
olympiad, the date of Kepler's Eclipſe, then 

| C we 


(10 N 
we diſcover with demonſtrative evidence that 
it Was preter natural; and that you, Sir, we 
are in a good meaſure obliged to for * 


this * in ſo rung a light. 


Tux debate theti in this important que- 
ſtion is: brought into-a very narrow compaſs. 
It comes preciſely td this, in what year, ac- 
cording to Phl/egon, this Eclipſe happened. 
We have nothing to do for the preſent with 
various accounts, and different hiſtorians; 
 Phlegon's words are what alone we are to 
enquire after; and indeed if they can with 
reaſonable certainty. be diſcovered, they are 
a ſufficient foundation for our belief as to 
the point of time, becauſe we very well 
know that he was an author of learning and | 
credit, and particularly remarkable for chat 
nicety and exactneſs Which a work of this 
nature required, which was a chronological 
account of events, diſpoſed Oy to the 


— a, 


- PHLEGONS* Gee are wa 
but the expreſs words in which he records 


this Eclipſe are extant in ſeveral — 


* Phot. Pibloth. 


and 


” T1] 
and they are in all uniformly the fame, ex- 
cepting one miſtake, which manifeſtly 1s 
ſuch, in this paſſage, as: quoted by Philoponus, 
which will appear When that . donnes 
tO hs. conſidered. | 
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1 N the fourth year of the 2024 olyanpiad 
there was an Eclipſe of the Sun, the greateſt 
of any kuown before. It was night at the 
ſixth hour of the Day, ſo that the ſtars ap- 
peared in heaven: And a great earthquake 
in Bithynia overturned. a PRE ur f the 
city my Nice. 


n are fir of all 0 ae: in Euſtbiue's 
Chronicon, as Phlegon's own words, from 
the 13th book of his Olymprads, and applied 
to the time of the Paſſion of our Saviour, 
| which he reckons to have happened in the 
1th of Tiberius; and there is no diſpute 


. but 


4 12 "% 
but the 1 WY of Tiberius fell in with the 
fourth of the 202d olympiad. 
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AR next author chat mentions them is 
: St. Ferom, who tranſlating. Euſebius's Chro- 
nicon into Latin, repeats them much to the 
fame ſenſe, exprefly making Phlegon lay 
that the Eclipſe happened on the fourth of 
the 2024 olympiad. He, indeed, ſuppoſes 
that this year falls in with the 18h f 
Tiberius; but in this he does injuſtice to 
his author, as well as to truth, and to his 
own opinion, declared elſewhere, and there- 
fore it ought to paſs for one of thoſe nu- 
merous inne which occur in this tran- 
ſlation. 


| I HE third place in which theſe words ö 
are to be met with, is the Chronicon Alex- 
andrinum, where they are twice repeated 
preciſely as in Euſebius, mentioning in words 
at length the fourth year of the 202d olym- 
piad; and the repetition muſt be looked upon 

as a confirmation of the authority, tho' in 
the ſame book, becauſe it ſhews, that in the 
rſt ben there Was no accidental miſtake. „ 


IS 
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THE fourth, or if you pleaſe to call it 
ſo, the fifth place where Phlegons words 
are recited, is in Phzloponus, where they 
are entirely the ſame as in the other quota- 
tions, with the exception of two words; 
the one is, that the ſecond year of the 202d 
olympiad is put for the fourth, and the other 
is, that the adverb (ir) is by a manifeſt miſ- 
take of the tranſcriber inſerted, which makes 
nonſenſe of the text; For whereas in all 
other authors it ſtands, &yero exAtnlis AE 
| Hhryien TH ye 5 privuy ares, i it is _ 
5X THv neee GC. 


'Thrrs error you, Sir, I 1 admit. to 
be ſuch, and will allow that it could not 
poſſibly have ſtood fo in Phlegon; but 
you ſeem diſpoſed to inſiſt on it, that the 
firſt diſagreement with the other authors is 
not of that kind, and that it could not have 
ſtood the fourth of the - 2024 olympiad in 
the book from which Fhiloponus copied, but 
muſt have been the ſecond, as it apprats. now 
in the common editions. | 


Bur after you have conſidered how Phi- 
 foponus argues on that ſubject, when from 
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Phlegons account he undertakes to prove 
That our Saviour's Death and Phlegor's Eclipſe 
happened on the roth of Tiberius, you can- 
not poſſibly perſiſt in that ſentiment. His 
Words are,. For Phlegon ſays, he began to 
reign on the ſecond year of the 198". olym- 
prad : So that if we compute from the be- 
ginning of the reign of Tiberius unto the 
fourth of the 2024 olympiad, there are pretty 
near nmeteen years, i. e. three of the 198% 
_ olympiad, and ſixteen of the other four b. 


Now, Sir, I muſt deſire you to inform 
me how could Philoponus have read in 
Phlegon the ſecond year in place of the 
fourth, and then have founded his whole 
argument on the ſuppoſition that it was the 
fourth and not the ſecond; could he have 
quoted Phlegons own words, and abſurdly 
in the ſame breath, as it were, made uſe of 
the authority of this quotation againſt itſelf, 
leaving two various dates ſo near each other. 
Indeed, Sir, the nature of the thing will 
not allow it. No man can ſeriouſly doubt 
that Phzloponus read the fourth, and not the 
ſecond of the 202d olympiad; and this, 


Þ Philop. de Creat: l. 2. c. 21. 


there- 


© 15 i 
therefore, I take to be an unqueſtionable 


authority, that Phlegon dated his Eclipſe in 
0 the fourth at of the 2024 ee | 


| Arrzn n * wwgertulk thats - 
ſeveral quotations, agreeing without thelcaſt 
variation, I muſt obſerye to you, that there 
is no other paſſage now extant” of any an- 
tient author, ſo far as I can find, where 
any one pretends that Phlegon's proper words 
are repeated. Mr. Mh, indeed, pro- 
duces a quotation from Malela,, a fabulous 
author; who' lived, as. he fays, about the 
year 600 of 850, but which he cannot po- 
ſitively tell. This Malela ſays, © concern- 
„ ing which Darkneſs, that very wiſe man 
Phlegom the Athenian wrote in his book 
* thus, On the 18 year of Tiberius there 
« was the greateſt Eclipſe of the Sun, &c.” 
No that theſe are not the words of Phle- 
gon, is manifeſt to any one who reflects that 
Phlegon dates all events from the years of 
the olympiads, and not 3 the n * 
e r reign. e : 


3. 


12 ab inſtatice then of r Malels is not an 
exception, it ſtands univerſally rrue, that no 
other author extant pretends to give us the 

words 
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words of Phlegon from his own writings : 
Theſe above recited are all the copies of 
them that can be produced, and they all 
agree in the fourth year of the 202d olym- 
piad, as well as in every other word and 
letter. | 


"Nzrrurn can the conſent of all afford 
any reaſon to ſuſpect, that they depended ſo 
far on the credit of Euſebius, as uniformly 


to copy after him; for Phlegon's book was 


of reputation, and in the hands of the learned 
in the times of all thoſe writers, and was, 
you know, extant in the w_ of Photius. 


By this time; Sir, any body who 60 
this will be at a loſs to gueſs upon what 
fort of authority it can be queſtioned that 
Phlegon placed his Eclipſe in the fourth of 
the 2024 olympiad, or upon what grounds 


' it can be ſuppoſed that he wrote the firſt 


and not the fourth of that olympiad ; and 
truly, if I am not deceived, he will be very 
much ſurprized, when he ſees the arguments 


on which you ground your opinion, taken 


out of the dreſs they wear in your Diſſerta- 


tion, and its Defence, and ſhewn in heir 


true and native ſimplicity. 8 cls. 0 
As 


o . 4 
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Wy” 5 you cannot e 907 Phlegon's words 
quoted by any author extant. in any other 
terms than as here ſtated, you object to c Phi- 
loponus, That he wrote the ſecond, and 
C not the fourth year; that he talked i incon- 
« ſiſtently, and was forcing Phlegort $ reſti- 
<« mony into his ſervice; tho it appears, 
and with undeniable Evidences, as above, 
that Philoponus has fixed it to the fourth, 
and not the ſecond. To perſiſt thus obſtinately | 
in ſo palpable a miſtake, does not ſeem to 
be the moſt proper conduct in him Who. has 

undertaken. to root out errors of. 1509 Fea 


You : are e pleaſed. likewiſe to. 5 5 a very 
unreaſonable piece of freedom with Euſebius, 
that learned and venerable; antient :, quoting 
Phlegon, he makes him ſay the , Exlip/e 
happened in the fourth of the 202d ;Alym- 
piad, as all the reſt do, and places the paſ- 
ſion, as well as that year of the Wag 
under the 1th of Tiberius: This d you, re 
citing his words, ſay, ſhould. be the 18th; 7M bur 
for What reaſon. Lone do Apt in that Place 
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mention. Conſult Scaliger once more, or 
even the inconſiſtene Philuponns, and both 


will convince you that the fourth of the 


202d olympiad | fell in with the 19th of 75. 
erius, and not under the 99780 ne 
ro your curious emendation. 10 


E Nd ' 2111. 5 eie 
37 F. S % * 4 — 2 of | > & 33 4 41 411 6 d 
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Tarts "oY of cri Hticifin leads you to ano- 
Mex! of the ſartie kind, Ke which yo Have 


ſome better colour, but no greater founda- 


tion in truth. St. Jerom tranſlating this 
Þaffige, agrees with Euſebius in every thing, 


*xcepting that the 18 of Tiberius is placed 


Tor the 1 ot; but then you produce à fort 
of argument to prove that St. Jeram, con- 


ſiſtent with himſelf, ought ſo to have Placed 


we Paſſion of o our ir Saviour. 
Wan . ft? TY 105393971 10 TA. 


2 Pts aſvtarg dr 8 ac- 
Vai geg to St. Zerom the fourth of the 2024 


"blytfipiad fell in with the 19th-of Tiberius, 


46 th 6nly argument you offer, why the 
Geatli of out Saviour ſhould be placed by 
Him ii the x8th, is, thar' in the paſſage in 
queſtion, he ſays that the goſpel of St. ohn 
Tells us, that our Savicur preached three 


years after the 1 5th of 7. iberius, and three 
being added to 15 ; making 18, in that ycar 


you 


t 


you conclude, 8 to St. Jerom, Jaſiu 
Cure ph haye. ufer, DDI on 


di hit 151} Aniegs nat 03 
Bur Joes St. Ferom, from St. Aol 


goſpel, diſcover that our Saviour preached 


no more than three years, after, the, 5 of 
Tiberius) And do not. you yourſelf Ts 
(+ in the paſlage citcc from Noc) that Sx, 
Ferom in another place ſays that by preached 
three years and ſix months? and de 9 A gurke 
years and. ſix months, added 40 Ihe 30d. gf 
Tiberius, bring down our .Saviour's., Pallion 
to the 19th year of that Emperor ? With 
what probability then can it be pretended 
that it is nat a miſtake | in St. Jeroms tram 
lation, to change 19, W which, ſtood, an 
ought. to. have ſtood in Euſebius, 10, 18. 
which Was neither conſiſtent with: Eaſebius 
nor with. St. Jerom, nor With truth, nog 
With Phlegon's S. Eclipſe, which ,.St..;Zero's 
Latin verſion puts in the fourthof the 202% 
dee which is the b of Laier aan 
36 113 £434 % 61-263 2 7}, 28- 214304 
Tusk lain: which” ou arc. plcaſcd, 
pretty 2 to igt Ns, arc, if I. ae r. 
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miſtaken, all owing to mere blunders 3 and 
when they come to be examined, are found 
to turn . that kide NPR were raiſed to 


fup por t. ! 1 3: 1 2 4 > 1 * 89 ” 3 % FS 


ry 
7 u-Y 24 7 . SW 1 
7 E. SLE, 


—————— 
-w -— =” 


— — — —— 
- — 
— — 


3 —— 


— 2 ˙ — . — nat 
* 


2 


þ 1 
* * i LOW 2 4 300 


I 3 „ 3 4 3 $ 


A — a — | P Ro mig 


ꝓ—— — — 


20 & remains We kühe to be conſidered, 
by what 1 ſort of: evidence, contrary to all the 
expreſs tlimonies' alteady ſtated, you would 
have” mankind believe that Phi gon placed 
his' "Ext pſe in the firſt of the 2024 olympiad, 

| 5 agfce \ with Kepler, and not in the fourth, 
wid ee With tlic Darkneſs ' of the Paſſion. 
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= Your argument, that I may not be te- 
dious by repeating your words at length, 
proceed in this manner: Africants, Origen, 
and almoſt all the Chriſtian Writers before 
Enſebius, believing that Feſus Chriſt preached 
but for one year after his baptiſm, placed 
his death in the 1 5h of Tiberius, or ſoon 
after it: Some of theſe, particularly Afri. 
canur and Origen, refer it to Phlegon's 
Eclipſe, -as being the ſame with that Dark- 
neſs which kappentt at the Paſſion ; they 
then muſt have imagined that Phlegons 
Eclipſe happened in the 15th of Tiberius, 
which anſwers to the firſt, and not the fourth, 
of the 202d olympiad, and conſequently 
Reer they 
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C2 15 
they have read in We the firſt, and not 
the fourth, of: the 4 # poppin Fs 


'Tars nt 4 5 yourſelf 3 to 
founded on conjecture only, and not on 
evidence. For Diſſertation, p. 41. you fay, 
« Hitherto we may obſerve that the teſti: 
« mony of Phlegon is cited, but his words 
* themſelves are never produced, either by 
Africanus or Origen” Indeed when thoſe 

Fathers are looked into, they pretend to ſay 
no more of Phlegons Eclipſe, than that it 
happened in the reign of Tiberius; which 
ſurely is no contradiction to the date, which 
by all others 1 is nan in 1 his Oy wee 

Tu whole weight chen of this argu- 
ment, or rather conjecture, reſts upon the 
ſuppoſed accuracy of thoſe Fathers; for if 
we may imagine that in this caſe they made 
no nice chronological compariſon betwixt 
the years of the olympiads, and thoſe of 
Tiberiuss reign, they might very eaſily have 
fallen into the miſtake that the Paſſion hap- 
pened in the 15 of Tiberius, tho Phlegon 
ſaid the Eclipſe, which they believed, at- 
tended the event, fell in the fourth "the 
| 2020 — And ſurely this cannot 
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teſtimony of all thoſe more accurate writers 


j L 22 1 


ſeem ſtrange to you, who are ſo ready, when- 
ever it ſerves; your turn, to give up the ac- 
curacy, as well as honeſty, of theſe pious 
authors. Diſſert. p. 32. ſpeaking of Afri- 
canus, one of the chief of thoſe whoſe opi- 


nion you rely on, But ſo it was in thoſe 
© days of primitive zeal, and want of ex- 


« actneſs in critick; there is too much rea- 
, ſon to complain of great carclefinels,: or 
ce 1098 a * 8 5 | 


Bur is not the carclelueſs ey want of 
accuracy in theſe antient Fathers, who placed 
the Paſſion in the 15th of Tiberius, on a 


ſuppoſition that our Saviour preached but 


one year, ſtill more to be wondered at, when 
it appears clearly from the Evangeliſts, that 
our Saviour ſaw four Paſſovers at lcaſt after 


his baptiſm; and will you infer from hence, 


that the Goſpels are interpolated or changed? 
This is a point you do not think proper to 
inſiſt on: Here you confeſs the careleſſneſs 


and inaccuracy of the Fathers: How then 


can you, from the ſuppoſed accuracy of 
chaſe very authors, raiſe a conjecture ? for it 
is no more, that the words of Phlegon have 
been changed, contrary to the concurrent 


who 


„ 
who quote them verbatim; More accurate, 
I fay, becauſe their diligence led them to 
ſee in the Goſpels, thoſe Paſſovers, which 
their predeceſſors did not diſcover, and in- 
duced them to obſerve and recite the very 
words of Phlegon, of which the others, 
without conſulting, gave their own ſenſe, 
referring only to the reign of Tiberius for 
the period, and adding from imagination 
circumſtances not to be found in Phlegon. 


FROM this notable conj ecture you make 
your way to another, which is ſtill more ex- 
traordinary 3 — © Fruſebens, you ſay, the 
« famous church hiſtorian, having reduced 
« things'to'a more methodical chronology, 
has ſo recited Phlegons words, and placed 
te them in ſuch. a manner, as to fix them to 
« à certain year, VS. the fourth of the 2040 
an 3 | 1 


Bur pray, Su, n is it abe you 
Wwe formed ſuch a notion of Euſebius, who 
has hitherto for his great learning and faith- 
fulneſs received the higheſt encomiums from 
the moſt eee writers of all K. es M 


k 
1 1 


bn g. 


. 
Vc 5 
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1 94 


Do you W from nis ſuſpetted or- 
tory in faith, and want of exactneſs in 


ſome points of chronology, that therefore 


he was a moſt abandoned and fooliſh im- 
poſtor, guilty of a forgery which it was in 
the power of every man of learning to de- 
tect? Have you proved, or made it probable, 


that Phlegons account placed the Eclipſe in 


the firſt or any other year of the 2024olym- 
piad but the fourth? and if that is not al- 
lowed, with what pretence can it be ſug- 
geſted, that he forged the' date that appears 
in Phlegons words, when ſuch forgery could 
ſerve only to diſgrace himſelf, and the Reli- 
gion he intended to ſerve? Phlegons words 
being then, as he knew, and weall know, in 
the hands r his adverſaries.” 1 


Bur if you had recolletted how incon- 
ſiſtent this imagination is with another of 
Sur own of the ſame nature, you could 
not have run into it. For you aſſert, as [I 


have already obſerved, that Euſebius ought 
to have placed the Paſſion in the 1 8th of 


Tiberius. Now by contradicting both your 
groundleſs ſuppoſitions, and by allowing only 


"hae Euſebius 1 wanted ſenſe nor ho- 


neſty, 


[5 3 

nefly, the whole Aeg you, have conjur'd 

up vaniſhes; it is but ſuppoſing that he quoted 

Phlegon. fairly, and then no incongruity , at 

all remains; the fourth of the 2024 olympiad 

falls in with the 19th of Tiberius, the year 

in which he places our. Saviour's Paſſion, 

confiſtent with his, and St. Jerom 8 obſerva- 

tions from the Goſpel Hiſtory : and in this 

Euſebius and the other antients, who. repeat . 
preciſely, as he has done, Phlegon's words, 3 
| ſtand uncontradicted by any antient author, 
or authority whatcyer, unleſs your inferences 

from the inaccuracy, of ſome of the Fathers 

are to paſs * evidence. 47 % wart 
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| Twine * 1 1 is, that Ju 

. udy to raiſe a ſuſpicion of. uncertainty 
| - againſtthe tenor, of Phlegon's words, as they 
are handed down to us by Africanus in $yp- 
cellus, by taking notice that Africanus does 
not recite Phlegon s words truly, adding cit- 
+cumſtances\/which we. know did not belong 
to them, ſuch as that the Eclipſe was at Full 
Moon, and that it laſted to the nmrh. Hour : 

But, Sir, this does not come up to the point : 

you know that Africunxs, even as tranſmit- 
ted to us, does not pretend to give an exact 


copy of Tauegen: s words, - as the other au- 
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have aid for your, 8 He, it ſeems, i in n the 
Latin commeny ar) on St. Matthew 8 
"nor call in the authqriry 6 of Phlogon, to to &folve | 
"the objeftion raiſed” by infidels againſt the 
univerſality of the Earthquake and Darkneks, 
Heaney. from their n not being recorded hy any 
but Chriſtian writers ; but inſtead" of this re- 
I to 210 critical expoſition | of the words bf 
the Goſpel, pretendit ng. "that by the Whole 
earth (45 my 9) was meant only Feru- 
alem or the land of Judea, and that ſo 
far there beingſany Eclipſe of the Sun 


L one on this occaſion, tliat tlie Fun 
Was ung 1 much 4 as: named by: the Evie 


"> ; } of 1. Wale 
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N aid L cannet 1 ſee, whargeaſpp.you| bad te 5 
be 5 ſond.of i, f of e gan 
 polliblybe b your, Fcauls Cgoch Vl 1 

. indged, that why en Origen Arge as 

not tbink, aß he, dig, fee x he teſti⸗ 
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irom it ; Ang You hays bps pages 
Very ill, if you means. i@praye Nothing ungre, 
than bar een tis Origen Wee 


different Opinions. 1 i ppyl3] in fm 291 1 22981 WW 
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Mir. Whereis Sechti gn the ggilumenefb 
of. this paſhge, fully convinces: -neylafd D 
believe every mpartials enquiref, ur 
is no occaſion to preſs v further an 
head; and therefore I ſhall only acquaint = 
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the HaarHotiry: of Rufus, % That in matters 


of hereſy, or of private opinion, no doubt 
4 "Origen's books have been corrupted, and 
4 made to ſpeak orthodoxly ; and in theſe ' 
a caſes his Latin works are not of any great 

authority, nor much to be depended on: 
I fay Tfhall only acquaint you that next time 
you have leiſure to look into thi diſſertations 
of Ruffinus and Huetius upon this ſubject, 
Lou will find. that the Arjans and other he- 
reticks, in order to propagate and ſupport 
their errors, by the authority of ſo g great 4 
name, were the authors of moſt, if not all 


5 Ker tarerp' Jlations and corruptions z j and 


that they took the ſame liberty with Origen 


| 3 did wich erat orher of the po. 


. 


I acvsr: likewiſe obſerve,” in ad of 
thoſe paſſages,” in which Origen makes uſe 


of Phlegous teſtimony againſt Celſus, (which 


ſufficiently ſhew what little regard is to be 
„ eee n <ings com- 


fot C2015 I „1 
orum a.” quam nibil * 
A; midi ni, Rite . datut or. his quiz fre- 
enter auſi ſunt, & convicti. Vid. Ruff. Apoll. pro Orig. 


Auk fe dem potimodum Ariani, &cc. Origenian. 1. 3. 
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ment m) that if he does not make fo great 
advantage of this argument as you ſuppoſe 
he would have done, had he laid any ſtreſs 
upon it, it can be aſſigned to nothing but 
the uncertainty he was in as to the ra of 
our Saviour's Paſſion, and his not being able 
fully to prove, as you have done, that an 
Ec ipſe i in the fourth Year, of the 2024 . 
1 Was is pretermcaral, * 

Tuvs, Sir, you ſee you are - unlucky, as AS 
every one muſt be, who oppoſes truth and 
matter of fact with conjectures and ſuppoſi- 


tions: The very argument you draw from 


Origen, turns againſt you, and far from 
proving that PHlegons Eclipſe fell in with 
the 15th of Tiberius, or the firſt of the 2024 
olympiad, his not inſiſting further upon 
Phlegon's teſtimony infers it bore that date; 
which 'in all the authors that recite i, it 


carries at this i I Bi ee O08 
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J ay 8 you. have joe? pM =p ered chak 
— I am in hopes you will, Lam ſure 
you ought to agree, that the time of Phle- 
gon s Eclipſe is fixed to the fourth year of 
the 2024 olympiad, beyond all poſſibility of 
contradiQion, ſince every author who recites 
his words, without any exception, agrees in 
that year; ſince no writer whatever pretends 

that Phlegon mentioned any other year; 
ſince thoſe who were of opinion that the 
Paſſion happened three years earlier, and yet 
Were willing, upon the account of ather 
circumſtances, . to make. uſe of Phlegon's S 
Echpſe. as an argument, thought proper to 
omit the particular date, and to ſpeak of i it 
only as happening ſome time in Tiberius 
reign; and ſince Origen, who was a very 
learned Writer, but nearly of the ſame opi- 
nion with his contemporaries as to the date 
of the Paſſion, laid but little ſtreſs upon this 
argument; which it cannot be ſuppoſed he 
would have done, if the time marked by 
Phlegon for his Eclipſe, had tallied exactly 
with what, in his opinion, was the Ara of 
the Paſſion: In ſhort, the preciſe year 'of 
Phlegon's Eclipſe i is eſtabliſhed and confirmed 


by as full a concurrence of hiſtorical tefti- 


„ v 


monies, as any G in chrholsg g- what- 
Toever; and there is not the leaſt cireumt- 
ſtance or matter of fact produced” by - yon, 
that can impeach the credibility of thoſe te- 
ſtimonies, or any of them, or ſet _ my 
ou n for 2 ae f that 


3 


i PF. 3x22 25 F 
Bur befcire 1 Gui en this ſubjelt, oh RT 
- one more remark upon what:you lay 
down, and I believe very truly, concerning 
the- nen which happened in the firft of 
the 202d olympiad, and all the other poſ- 
ſible Eclipſes which could happen in the na- 
tural way, for ſome n before and aſter 
a rats WIR {3-4 ola ac: of 


> 3s 
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Ty 1 A ah all the clp the firſt 
-of the 2024 olympiad paſſed neatly by-Grand 
Cairo and Jeruſalem, there was the midd 

of *the ſhadow, and the Darkneſs gradually 
| dim niniſhed towards the — North. 


e | Of. 
3 4 7 7 +434 $$ 72 343't i Iten 


Tar tds of Flle, eee this 
„ettdördinery Eclipſe, and the ſurpriſing 
Earthquake that attended it, haue, Pchink, 
4 always been underſtood to mean, that the 
2 Darkneſs and che Earthquake were obſerved 

together, and conſequently: chat it was night 


( * 


CHF 
(vt) at the ſixth hour, ſo as the ſtars were 
ſeen where the Earthquake was moſt remark- 
able, n. at er in Bithywia. . 


7 3 


Ap in this manner 2 yourſelf have 
underſtood Phlegon s words; for Dzfſert. 
P. 75. you give us Mr. Ih- us own cal- 
culation, as he computed it when deſired W 
Pa for: the n of Ae in eee I. - 

NOW 1 Quit - in "chi Phlegon 
Ane an. Eclipſe, attended by an Earthquake, 
the Darkneſs was ſuch, at Nice in Bithynia, 
"that the ſtars could be ſeen; I deſite to 
know whether you think that Darkneſs could 
proceed from any Eclipſe to the Southward, 
the central line of which paffed nearly by 
"Grand. Cairo and Jeruſalem? The common 
2 maps will ſnew you that Nice i is about ten 
degrees of latitude from that line, and your 
learned friends will inform you, that at ſo 
great a diſtance from the center of the ſhadow, 

; betwixt one and two digits of the, Sun's body, 

muſt have appeared, which would have pre- 

= vented the Stats from being.ſeen, or any con- 
 --fiderable Darkneſs ; as you might have been 

; | tally. convinc'd,. by making your obſervations 

e the ſecond of May laſt when ten digits 
"three 


theee fourths of * Sai was eclipſed ; and 
yet I believe it never has, nor ever will be 
called the greateſt 1 of any known be- 
fore. lg 219151110) . eee h DVI 
Gi on; pus lieg Ils silb ow ng 
| Youn"Bdlipfe en in hiv: - fiſt <6) 
2 8 olympiad, was not the cauſe) vf tfiat 
Darkneſs that was obſerved at Nice in B. 
thynia; and you have proved that no other 
natural Ectipſe happened in the reign: of . 
berius, that could poſſibly occaſion this Dar 
neſs; What then remains to be coneluded, 
but that this whole ſtory of Phlegons is 4 
falſhood; or that the Darkneſs mentioned 
by him was miraculous, tho he perhaps did 
not aneh ilis3 79) 67203-2189 
6! beate mol 289%, 2d 07: boidngem 
Ap this nene Hoelds, Whether 
Phlegons Eclipſe is ſaid to have been in the 
irt, as you, without any authorit ity , would 
have it, or in the fourth; of the 2644:olym. 
piad, if the Darkneſs was ſuch us it is de 
feribed in Birbynia, which you ſeem td 
allow: And I am confident you will not 
ſhift your opinion, ſince it affords an argu- 
8 ment for 4 the hiſtory del verod by 
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10 wy RELATION of this kind; lite bw; a | 
reputable unſuſpected hiſtorian, muſt be re- 


ceived differently by different people: with 


one who denies all miracles, and who is fo 


eyer atteſted, for: which he cannot alledge a 
natural cauſe, it will gain no credit: but 
with thoſe who believe that the ſupreme Go- 
vernor of the World, for the confirmation 


of his Will to mankind, has controuled; what 


is called, the courſe: of nature on many oc. 
caſions, and particularly at the Paſſion of 
our Saviour, commanded a preternatural 
Eelipſe and Earthquake, which might pre- 
pare the way, (by calling up the attention of 
mankind to what was then tranſacted) to 
that meſſage Which was ſhortly to follow; 
this relation, which falls in preciſcly with that 
period, cannot paſs for a fable, but the pre- 


ſerving the memory of it by a pagan hiſto- 


rian, fox the confirmation of the Chriſtian, 
9 a8 4 ſignal act of Providence. 


ein eb 1098s 1 i Hoifiqe Wor F317 


nb ar 5, 0 all things 


— in a rational 


— — — — 


* 1 
mean, a a wiſe good man, free trom paſſion / 
and conceit, and guided by good ſenſe, and 
reaſonable evidence, will purſue ': But, Sir, 
I doubt' you have given too much reaſon to 
ſuſpect that you require mote evidence, on 

ſome occaſions, than the nature of thething 


will admit of: and, nor*t6" recur to your 25 


conduct i in the ſubject 1 have fuft done with, 
your manner of treating the appeal'of Jaſtin | 
Martyr, Tertullian, and ſome other of the 
primitive Chriſtians, to the acts or reports of 5 
nen to nen _— be an er- 


| THESE afts or "OT whether ale . | 
falſe, could certainly make nothing to your 
purpoſe. A miraculous Parkneſs they might 
confirm ; but that you believe, without any 
evidence from them; and ſurely they could 
not poſſibly determine any thing concerning 
Phlegon's Ecli aße: Yet you are pleaſed to 80 
out of your way, and employ ſome pages in 
oppoſition to the whole ſtream of Chriſtian 
Writers, to ridicule the reaſonings of thoſe 
Who appealed to them, in anſwer to the ob 
jeftions or on infidels of © ae 1 


wt 4 "þ 3 E 


TAT neither theſe acts, nor een 
8 en of them, were in the hands of the 
ä *. 2 a ntiene 


6 6 . 
antient Chriſtians, may be cru; and that their 
zcal might have moved them to ſuppoſe they 
contained more than they really did, is verx 
poſſible; but ſtill, if we reaſon truly upon this 
head, We ſhall have ſufficient cauſe to con 


clude, that authentick reports were made by 
Pilate. to 7. iberius, of the proceedings in the 
trial, and miracles that attended: the death of 
Foes z and that theſe acts or reports, as pre- 


eryed in the atchives of the Roman emperors, 


Were properly appealed to by the primitive 
Chriſtians, in anſwer to the objection, that 


none but Chriſtians teſtified to the miracles of 
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ee not at all improbable what Euſebius has 
cc obſerved, Eccl. Hiſt. l. 2. c. 2. That twas 
te 4 an antient cuſtom for the governors of pro- 
ce. Vinces to tranſmit to their principals what- 
e ever was new, that they might not be 


© the dark as to ſuch matters; and tis poſſible 


« that. Pilate might give an account to 72. 


1 berius of the death of Chriſt, but that he 


te wrote the things which Tertullian ſays he 


_ << wrote, has no foundation of probability.” 
Now, Sir, a very ſlight. acquaintance with 


the <opttiration of Pg PIER government, 
by ID = under 


FAROE! 22 — 


a 15 4 37. of y your r Difert. you baſs cc Tis 


K 374 8 

under the emperors, would inform you, that 
what you are pleaſed" to look upon from the 
authority of Euſebius as poſlible, or at beſt 
not improbable, Was the duty and conſtant 


Practice of all rem of Roman ProFigpet 


Loo K - has. over Pliny e 
with the emperor Trajan, and then you will 
think it more than merely poſſible that Pilate 
tranſmitted to his maſter Tiberius ſome ac- 
count of the trial and death of Jeſus, and of 
the miraculous events that attended it. 


IE crime objected to our Saviour had 
ſomething in it that ſeemed to concern the 
_ ſtate: He was innocent in the opinion of 

| Pilate, tho in compliance with the inſtances 


of the high prieſt and rulers, and the zeal ang 5 


fury of the people, he was i to deli 
Rm up to be en ich 


A MIRACULOUS Darknefs als A Bethel 
eu his Paſſion, which Pilate knew was 
at Full Moon; his Reſurrection in three days 
he predicted; and to prevent frauds; a guard 
of Pilates ſoldiers was ordered to watch 
the tomb, from whence: the body was, by 
means unknown, delivered the third day, and 


1 
| 
| 


CEE! 


many'people avowed they ſaw him converſi os 


6 9 25 men n after * main 4 N 
4 iow, Six can any Ute wth Galteves all 
theſe circumſtances to be true, make any 
queſtion whether Pilate could have omitted 
to give the emperor à full account of them ? 
It is poſlible Tertullian may have been too 
fanguine in his eonjectures, when he ſug- 


geſts that Pilate was in his heart a Chri- 


ſtian. But it is impoſſible Pilate could have 
omitted to have made a careful report of 
theſe things, without an unpardonable breach 
of his duty, which on ſuch an occaſion is not 


to be en 25 . 


BO FE if it EI 3 be . that 


Pilate made ſuch a report, what better an- 


ſwer could the primitive Chriſtians make to 
the objection, that none but Chriſtian writers 
gave evidence to the miracles that attended 


the Paſſion, than my appealing to the © Pagan 
N We 


— of thoſ e his Gow and believed, 
gave teſtimony to thoſe miracles, at the ex- 


pence of their blood; but they had made 


them 


"ras 


cuted from place to place; and looked upon as 
enemies to mankind, they could have no power 
nor acceſs to enter any facts or tranſactions 


into publick archives or records; and there- 

fore cannot be ſuppoſed to have appealectꝭ to 
Any forgeries of this nature: but then it Was 
inconteſtable in thoſe days, and he muſt be 


5 dne parties, and theirs 's was not the : 5 
evidence demanded. And as they were perſe- 


ö 


but little acquainted with Noman ũſages wWnno | 
doubts of it; that Pilat? had made an au- 


thentick report to his maſter of tlie extrabr 


dinary circumſtances which happened at the 
death of Jeſus. That report they appealed 


to, that when produced it would prove the 


PDarkneſs, the Earthquake, and other patticus 
lars which fell within Pz/are's knowledge; 


as it certainly muſt have done, on the ſup- 


poſition, which you muſt allow, that the facts 


were true: and I cannot help thinking that 


their adverſaries not producing it, when it 
was in their power, is a very ſtrong evidence 
of the facts for which it was appealed to, and 


you will not deny that the very appeal was a 
: ſufficient anſwer to the objection. 


THESE nee 1 acknowledges have 


as little to do with Phlægons Eclipſe as your 


obſer- 
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obſervations that gave occaſion to them ; but 


I could not help taking notice of your going 


out of your way, to diſparage an argument, 
-which; when not carried too far, is of ſer- 
vice to the religion you profeſs, and which, 


you ſay, you have often endeavoured to vin- 


dicate. Your: manner of doing it of late, as 
it is entirely new, and apt to be miſtaken, 


is, in regard to yourſelf, a littleunfortunate, 


but not ſo, I hope, in other reſpects. Vou 


e have expoſed a weakneſs, not which the 


«learned world have for many centuries 
c maintained; but which you have but 
juſt publiſned to the preſent age. And if 
theſe remarks have in any meaſure contri- 
buted to your general deſign of © removing 
cc prejudices out of weak minds, and fſhew- 
<« ing that any man, antient or modern, has 
« been miſtaken,” it will be a "ap . 
faction to him, who is, | 


urs, &. 
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